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October 18, 2023
To the Master of Teaching Program admissions committee,

| am writing this letter to recommend Emma Guttchen for the Master of Teaching
Program at Evergreen College.

When | returned to teaching in the special education preschool classroom in September
of 2022, | was extremely fortunate to move into the classroom where Emma was
working as a paraeducator. | quickly discovered that Emma has an innate ability to
work with children. Her intuition regarding how to connect and adjust her approach, to
not only meet the needs of a student but to encourage growth, is undeniable. She has
demonstrated flexibility and skill in working with children ages 3 to 5 1/2 years of age
who, developmentally fall within a much wider range. Her skills and abilities in relating to
and working with the children in our classroom, have played a pivotal role in creating the
loving and nurturing environment that exists and allows each child to grow and flourish.

Emma is organized and is a self starter. When Emma arrives at the beginning of the
day, she doesn’t even wait to put her belongings down before starting to work. She
picks up materials on her way to the classroom. When she walks through the
classroom door she is already working and prepared for the day. She does not need
reminders or prompts to complete her paraeducator responsibilities. Emma anticipates
needs within the classroom and acts to meet those needs in appropriate and well
throughout ways.

Emma is a team player. We are a team of 4 adults in the morning session:1 teacher, 2
paraeducators, and 1 1:1 paraeducator. In the afternoon we are a team of 3: 1 teacher,
and 2 paraeducators. Emma communicates effectively and professionally with the
team. She is friendly and has a positive outlook. She contributes meaningful insight and
provides useful feedback. Emma is open and receptive to feedback she receives.

Emma is responsible and trustworthy. When | am absent from class, | know that the
classroom will run smoothly because Emma is able and willing to take the lead. She
provides significant guidance to the substitute teacher and takes over running circle

time and many of the other teacher duties within the classroom when necessary.

Emma is a natural in the classroom. She is able to assess in the moment and adjust
and pivot to keep the class on track. She is friendly and personable. The children are
drawn to her and follow her lead.



Her strong work ethic, genuine curiosity, and openness to feedback makes her a
lifelong learner and a perfect fit for the role of teacher. | highly recommend

Emma Guttchen for admissions into your program. | will be sad to see her leave my
classroom, and quite frankly | will be very hard pressed to find a comparable
replacement. However, | hope that she may soon find her way back to the school in
which | work. It would be an honor and a privilege to work side by side with Emma once
again.

Sincerely,

Rachel McBrayer

Special Education Preschool Teacher

Meadows Elementary, North Thurston Public Schools
(360) 412-4411 ext. 29508
rmcbrayer@nthurston.k12.wa.us
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