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To the Evergreen State College Masters in Teaching Admissions Committee:

I am confident and pleased to recommend Ellice Cryder for admission to the Masters in Teaching
program at Evergreen State College. | am the Executive Director and Lead Youth Mentor for Terra-
Forma Cducation, a local non-profit experiential education organization. | have been a youth mentor
for 20+ years. I've come to know Ellice through the outdoor education community in Olympia. 1 have
hired her to work with my summer camps, after school programs and tween rites of pussage programs.
Ellice has been my most dependable employec over the last two years. She is confident, creative,
organized and reliable.

Overall, [ have seen Lllice to be a strong youth mentor and educator. She has a very creative mind and
deep connection with the carth, One of my faverite activities she has brought to our outdoor after
school program is weaving with materials found in naturc. She used rib bones of a coyote that she had
found ncar her home as the base for a small loom. She then showed the kids how to take gladiola
leaves, attach them to the bone loom and weave the leaves together to create a beautiful work of art,
The kids took right to it and loved their creations. It is an activity they retum to time and again. Ellice
has great rapport with young people.

Cllice is always on time, preparcd and well organized. She has shown to be an excellent communicator
and is casy to work with, She has 2 strong sense of social justice and cultural respect that | think make
her the perfect candidate for your program that is looking for aspiring teachers who seck to center
social justice and cquity in their instruction,

Ellice is unquestionably an exceptional candidate for graduate study. Her independent rescarch on the
ways in which our current education systems could be altered to more effectively nurture marginalized
students, specifically Native children, has also prepared her for the MiT program. At our after school
program, Outdoor Adventure Kids {(OAKs), for the past two years, Ellice has shown great care for all
of the youth in the community we have built. We have watched these children grow and become more
connected with the carth cach day.

This experience and her experience with the Fern Gully Forest School has undoubtedly prepared her
10 be an extremely posilive asset to your program. Her time in the MiT" will certainly see her enter the
classrcom oriented towards students, families and communities,

If I can be of further assistance, or provide you with any further information, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
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