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evergreen

Dear Evergreen MiT Admissions Committee: August 20, 2023

I am pleased to write this letter of recommendation on behalf of Vanessa Cox for admission to The
Evergreen State College, Masters in Teaching program, Spring 2024. I highly recommend Vanessa as
candidate for teacher education. I had the pleasure of teaching and collaborating with Vanessa who was a
student in a team-taught academic program, fall 2022—winter 2023, “Teaching English Language
Learners.” Vanessa contributed well to our learning community with strong preparation and
collaboration with the class members while sharing critical ideas and insights. Vanessa’s excellent
attendance and participation revealed a motivated student, which exemplified her commitment to
academics and the desire to teach.

During the two quarters of our program, Vanessa volunteered at Lydia Hawk elementary school. She
completed over 40 hours of tutoring, observation and supporting student learning. During our program,
Vanessa also had the opportunity to practice teaching by researching lesson ideas and multilingual age-
appropriate language activities and assessments. Vanessa and a teaching partner created and executed a
well-planned and organized ML backward design lesson for 4th grade intermediate students titled
“Inferences and Literature Based on Esperanza Rising” with a focus on academic vocabulary
development. The lesson was fun and creative with high student participation.

Additionally, Vanessa completed a qualitative case study that included an extensive interview and analysis
of data with a fourth grade English language educator titled, “An EIL Teachers Path to Deepen Education.”
The study involved an elementary teacher whose life’s work was dedicated to multilingual learning and
teaching. Vanessa provided strong analysis using language acquisition theory as well as recommendations
that focused on community and ML family advocacy and social justice work. Vanessa found the lived
experience of her participant to be directly linked to her philosophy of teaching and advocacy of
multilingual learners, a critical finding for Vanessa as she considered her career in education working with
multilingual leaners.

Over the two quarters of teaching and learning, I observed Vanessa demonstrate in multiple ways (e.g.,
leadership, seminar facilitation, creative ideas for language learning activities) her passion for education
and social justice teaching. The skills she brought to our program such as communication, discussion,
observation, and reflective writing showed Vanessa’s ability to apply knowledge in real and meaningful
ways for educational purposes. Vanessa was a dedicated student. She studied hard, contributed actively,
and was strongly invested in learning how to become a critical educator during these critical times.

Office: Sem Il C2108 | 360-561-6155 | flemmerl@evergreen.edu

The Evergreen State College | 2700 Evergreen Parkway NW | Olympia, Washington 98505 | evergreen.edu



Opverall, I know Vanessa will be a great teacher with an elementary certificate and a ML endorsement, as
exhibited during her time as an undergraduate at Evergreen. I highly recommend Vanessa to be admitted
to the MiT program.

Sincerely,
Leslie Flemmer, Ph.D.
The Evergreen State College



