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Evergreen State College Graduate Admissions,

It is with great enthusiasm that | recommend Allyson Barnes for your graduate teaching program. As the
school psychologist at Glenwood Heights Primary School, | enjoyed collaboration with Allyson when she
was employed at the school as a special education assistant. Allyson has an exceptional work ethic and
skill set, as she was observed to be self-motivated and skilled at teaching children with disabilities.

In her role as a special education assistant, Allyson was a quick learner and she was independent with
job duties. She is competent and skilled when working with children with various needs, and she
demonstrated strong problem-solving skills when challenges arose. Allyson has an impressive ability to
understand work expectations with little direction and to generalize what she has learned to new
situations.

In addition, Allyson is a natural when teaching students new skills, as she has a great understanding for
identifying student strengths as well as needs. Allyson is positive and collaborative in all interactions,
and she has a clear grasp of the importance of being consistent and building strong relationships in
order to foster learning. She is creative when redirecting struggling students and she effectively
motivates students to increase rates of engagement.

I highly recommend Allyson Barnes for admission to your teaching program. Allyson is focused,
independent, and professional; and she is remarkable in teaching students with various needs. Please do

not hesitate to contact me should you require any further information.

Sincerely,
W:&__\__/
Marissa Avalon, School Psychologist

Glenwood Heights Primary

avalon.marissa@battlegroundps.org
360-562-1801



