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Vashon\%?N ature Center

Evergreen’s Office of Admissions
L1200 2700 Evergreen Parkway NW
Olympia, Washington 98505

8/11/2022

Dear Admission Committee,

| highly recommend Valeria Martinez Espinoza for admission to the Evergreen College teaching program. Vale has been
working with Vashon Nature Center for the past 3 years and she has volunteered for several years prior. She is an
incredible human being-- very relatable, professional in her work, and a compassionate team player. All of us at the
nature center have been blessed with her wisdom, input, hard work and positive energy.

Ms. Martinez was hired as a Community Education Specialist to help the VNC Education programs manager teach field
science and nature-based project learning units at Vashon Island School District for grades K-12. Her dual emphasis is to
teach all students and to ensure that we support Latinx students and families in participating in nature center programs.

Vale has done an amazing job of being a heartfelt mentor to all students and an understanding contact for Latinx students
and families. As a scientist and naturalist, she is a tremendous role model just by being in the classroom. She is creative
and compassionate and energized about her work. She always brings her best to her teaching. For example, she went
above and beyond working in the classroom to make connections with families and students by joining the Latin clubs at
the school and participating in a monthly radio broadcast on nature on the local radio show Mi Gente Latina. Vale is a
systems thinker. She understands the facets of student lives that matter beyond standard education.

Vale has worked with us to both create and offer community-science based outdoor programs. During the pandemic, we
responded to parent and teacher calls for help in getting kids off the computer and outside by designing a program called
Everyone Counts which combines mindfulness, nature observation and community science thru visiting a biodiversity plot

outside. Vale was a crucial team player in creating this course which we did with hardly any budget or time! She has also
helped us create a science-art-nature summer camp for 6-10 year olds called Natural Wonder and an internship program
for high school students in marine science, science communication, and watershed restoration this summer.

Vale is incredible with all ages. Younger kids relate to her unique mix of calm and playful demeanor and older youth look
up to her as a mentor. Students bond with her naturally.

The world will benefit greatly as Vale hones her talents towards classroom teaching. You can’t go wrong. | really have no
reservations or cautions with Vale. You will love her!

Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any questions.

Sincerely,

Bianca Perla, PhD, Director

Vashon Nature Center, 501c3 #82-5064648: P.O. Box 2522 Vashon, WA 98070/206.755.5798/email:
bianca@vashonnaturecenter.org/web:www.vashonnaturecenter.org


https://vashonnaturecenter.org/everyone-counts/

