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Active Minds Changing Lives 

March 4, 2025 
 
 
To The Evergreen State College Environmental Studies Master’s program,  
 
I am writing to recommend Lily Storbeck, who I came to know through a small Honors College 
seminar on climate change politics at Western Washington University. In this class students 
read about and led discussion on dimensions of climate change politics including risk 
perception, science communication, governance, and political economy. While this group of 
students was generally engaged, Lily was especially so and came prepared each meeting with 
careful notes and thoughtful comments that demonstrated a strong grasp of the content and 
also reasonable extension of the ideas into other arenas. I appreciated Lily’s willingness to 
challenge – and be challenged by – others’ ideas using evidence and in a respectful manner. 
From this course, I was primarily able to evaluate Lily’s “soft skills” through engagement with 
peers and basic comprehension of the content, though I found her to be a competent writer 
through one final essay.  
 
After the completion of that seminar, Lily approached me about supervising her senior 
capstone project about regenerative agriculture in Washington State. This topic is far from my 
topical area (water and public lands politics) but I agreed based on her work ethic I had 
observed in the climate seminar. Over this ten-week process I found Lily to be able to pivot and 
revise her project in pragmatic ways as she engaged the literature and contacted several 
experts in the field. Her final presentation of the work was well practiced, well received, and 
demonstrated the promise of a student ready to further engage in scholarship. Notably, while 
Lily’s abilities to form testable questions and think through supporting evidence might still be 
further sharpened, she is amply curious, motivated, and passionate – and has a strong basic 
analytical toolkit. With that, I have no problem recommending her for your program. Please feel 
free to contact me with any questions.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Zander Albertson 
zander.albertson@wwu.edu 
360-650-6139 

mailto:mneff@allegheny.edu
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