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Graduate Admissions 
 The Evergreen State College 
 2700 Evergreen Parkway NW 
 Olympia, WA 98502 

May 2, 2025 

Dear Graduate Admissions Committee, 

It is with great pleasure that I recommend Ashley Paine for admission to the Master’s in 
Environmental Studies program at The Evergreen State College. I worked with Ashley during 
her time as an undergraduate student at the University of Idaho, where I served as Director of 
the LGBTQA Office. Ashley was a work-study student employee in my office for three years. 
Although she worked limited hours each week, she was a reliable employee and a positive 
student leader among her peers. 

Ashley was a proactive and responsible student at the University of Idaho. From our first 
interactions, she demonstrated dependability and compassion for those around her. Idaho is a 
conservative state, and Ashley had the grit and courage to be an active leader for progressive 
causes on campus. She was a consistent and dedicated leader in the Planned Parenthood 
student organization, Generation Action, throughout her three years at the university. As 
president of the organization, she traveled to the Idaho State Capitol to advocate for 
reproductive freedom, often facing unwelcoming and harsh reactions from elected officials. 
Ashley is a strong and brave individual who speaks truth to power when standing up for her 
beliefs. I was incredibly proud of her lobbying efforts and the impact she made during her 
undergraduate career. 

Ashley is deeply committed to serving both the planet and her community. As a young 
professional, she has worked to maintain forests and parks in the Pacific Northwest. I believe 
she will greatly benefit from, and contribute meaningfully to, the Master’s in Environmental 
Studies program. That is why I fully support her admission to the program at The Evergreen 
State College. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 
 Julia Keleher 
 Director, Student Support and Mentorship 
 Michigan Technological University 

 


