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March 2, 2025

Evergreen State College

Esteemed Reviewer(s),

This letter is submitted on behalf of Clark College student Will Niskanen.  For two 
quarters now, I was Will’s instructor for the biology major’s sequence (BIOL 221, 222, 
and 223). In each of these courses, Will was a top performer and one of my best students.
He was always diligent, engaged, prepared, and thoughtful.  Will arrived at class each 
day with a smile on his face and a kind disposition for everyone, but it is the coursework 
where Will moved ahead of the rest.  His quiz and exam scores were consistently 
exemplary and his term papers were well organized, thorough, and eloquent.  

In laboratories, Will was stellar as well.  He worked wonderfully with his lab mates 
while, in many instances, gently and tactfully helping to guide them through complicated 
procedures and evaluations.  His laboratory notebook was always well developed, 
thoroughly capturing the events of that day and observations with an appropriate level of 
attention to detail.  

In 17 years of teaching I have never experienced a more well-rounded, intelligent, 
engaged, and caring student than Will Niskanen.  I have full confidence that given the 
opportunity, he would make Evergreen State College proud to have afforded him a 
chance. 

Thank you for your consideration of this outstanding student,

Philip D. Jones, Ph.D.
Department of Biology
Clark College
Vancouver, WA 98663 


