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To the Graduate Committee,        Jan 14, 2025 
 
I am writing to fully recommend Will Niskanen to work as a graduate student at The Evergreen 
State College’s Environmental Science program.   I taught Will in the Introductory Geology and 
Oceanography courses (SOE101, SOE230) at WSU-Vancouver, in person, in 2023 and 2024. 
 
Will is independent, curious, academically serious, intellectually ambitious, and hard working.  He 
is friendly and helpful.  As a student, he was attentive and eager to participate when appropriate.  I 
frequently observed him assisting and/or working with other students.  He is detail-oriented, and 
his quantitative and observational skills are excellent.  I frequently spoke at length with Will after 
class and lab.  He had (and has) a desire to work, and the quality of his work was always top tier.  
Will performed in the upper ~5% of the students in the two classes.   
 
Will is capable of taking graduate level classes and directing his studies independently.  I can 
recommend Will without reservation.  He is dedicated, hardworking, and congenial.  I believe he 
will be an asset to The Evergreen State College Environmental Science program. 
 
Please let me know if there is any further information I can supply that will be helpful.  

Regards,  

 

Dr. Barry A. Walker, Jr.  
Washington State University 


