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Letter of Recommendation for TULLY MCCOMBS

I am writing in support of Tully McCombs’s application to pursue a Master of Environmental
Studies Program at The Evergreen State College. I have supervised Tully’s work as a
researcher, and I believe that they can succeed in this programme. I recommend them fully.

Note: In Scotland, an undergraduate degree is a four-year MA degree, unlike in the US
where it is a four-year BA degree, and unlike England, where it is a three-year BA degree. The
degree is an MA rather than a BA because of the fourth-year dissertation component, which is
a bit like a masters degree added a three-year English BA, although also a bit like a four-year
BA with honors, on the US system.

Another note: Tully’s degree, Cognitive Science, is an unusual one because students
take courses from three different subjects (Philosophy, Psychology, and Linguistics) rather than
taking courses ‘in’ Cognitive Science. It is a challenging degree in its interdisciplinarity, asking
students to switch focus and mindset from class to class. You’ll see from Tully’s transcription
that they excelled across all areas.

A final note: In the UK, and specifically at the University of Edinburgh, a very good
mark is a 65, equivalent to a ‘B’. This is the dissertation mark that we unofficially require on a
dissertation to consider a student for admission to the PhD, for example. Tully’s dissertation
got a 66, so just above this threshold. Marks above 70 are exceptional; the 70 is the threshold
for an ‘A’, but it’s also a less common to find students with A’s than at many US universities
(I write this as an American who did BA, MA, and PhD work in the US). You’ll see that Tully
obtained two A’s at ‘Honours’ level (the second two years of the four-year MA). These are
essentially ‘balanced’ out by the two C’s on their transcript, indicating that, overall, Tully is a
solid ‘B’ student.



I was Tully’s supervisor for their fourth-year dissertation in Autumn 2021. (Normally
I would’ve continued into Spring 2022, but I was on research leave that semester.) This period
was a difficult one because Scotland and the UK were still cautiously emerging from Covid-
19 lockdowns. The kind of research that I supervise usually involves either fieldwork or lab-
based data collection, so my students had some methodological challenges that year. Tully and
I settled on an online survey methodology, because of this. They designed completed research
ethics training and a Human Subjects protocol, and then wrote a language attitudes survey in
Qualtrics. The survey was very creative, presenting short stories to participants about different
kinds of characters, and then varying the pronoun (he/she/none/neopronoun) to see if it affected
readers’ views of the characters. The data were then analyzed quantitatively. Through this
experience, Tully acquired a number of key research skills that will be useful on the Master of
Environmental Studies, even though the discipline is a different one.

I know that Tully has given their future quite a bit of thought in the intervening years,
and had while never losing a love for interdisciplinarity, they have developed a passion for
environmental science. As Tully wrote in their email to me, both Cognitive Science and
Environmental Science “require context, synthesis of information from different sources, and
enough understanding of the statistics and epistemology involved to adapt your methodology
to the resources available. When I took a course in forestry to support my work with the family
business last Fall, this was one of my main takeaways: everything in a natural environment is
interrelated. I've been having a great time with that!” Tully is especially drawn to Evergreen
because of your famous hands-on approach, which suits their learning style.

I have no reservations in recommending Tully McCombs for admission to a Master of
Environmental Studies Program at The Evergreen State College. Please feel free to contact me
with any further questions.

Sincerely,

g

Professor Lauren Hall-Lew
Personal Chair of Sociolinguistics
Lauren.Hall-Lew@ed.ac.uk
+44/0 131 651 1836
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