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February 2025 
 
Re:  Letter of recommendation for Kevin Jensen 

 
A past student of mine, Kevin Jensen, received his B.S. degree in Environmental 
Studies from Saint Martin’s University (SMU) in December 2023. He has requested a 
letter of recommendation for his application to the Master's program in 
Environmental Studies at Evergreen State College. I am happy to provide a letter for 
him. 

I have known Kevin since January 2021 when he was enrolled in my BIO 310 Marine 
Biology w/ laboratory course. Kevin was also a student in my Spring 2022 BIO 314 
Invertebrate Zoology w/ laboratory course and BIO 301 Biostatistics w/ laboratory 
course in Fall 2022. Kevin completed his B.S. degree in Environmental Studies in 
December 2023 and graduated from Saint Martin’s University with a cumulative 
GPA of 3.38.  
 
Saint Martin’s University is a liberal arts college in Lacey, WA with most class sizes 
at 12-24 students. Professors also routinely teach both the lecture and laboratory 
for the upper division courses, so we get to know our students quite well. Kevin was  
a strong student in my courses interacting well with his peers and professors and 
earning grades of B+ and B- in the courses. Kevin often asked questions in class and 
lab that went beyond the material presented. He also was willing to put in the extra 
effort to complete his work and understand the material, which was especially 
apparent in the BIO 301 Biostatistics course. It was obvious from his coursework 
and participation in class that Kevin has a keen interest in environmental science 
and marine biology. 
 
Kevin also has extensive research experience from working on several different 
projects. At South Puget Sound Community College he completed a water quality 
study of Puget Sound at Tolmie State Park with Professor Rushton. At SMU Kevin 
conducted his senior research project with Dr. Megan Friesen on the invasive 
clawed frog, Xenopus laevis. This was a collaborative research project with the 
Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife investigating the effects of X. laevis on 
endangered salmonids in Washington. Kevin continued his work over the 2023 
summer with Dr. Friesen testing the feeding behaviors of larval salamanders on 
bullfrog tadpoles. Kevin has experience in data management, data analysis using R 
and Excel, animal care of fish, amphibians, and reptiles, and collaborative research. 
He works well with others and is willing to take constructive criticism in order to 
improve his work. These experiences helped him to develop his research skills and 
look forward to graduate school and other research opportunities. 
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I recommend Kevin Jensen to the Master’s program in Environmental Studies at 
Evergreen State College. He has shown himself to be a thoughtful, dedicated, and 
responsible student who works well in a collaborative setting. I believe he will be a 
great addition to your program. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Mary Jo Hartman, Ph.D. 
Biology professor 
Department of Natural Sciences 
Saint Martin’s University 
Lacey, WA 98503 


