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January	6,	2025	
	
To	Whom	It	May	Concern:	
	
I	am	writing	to	recommend	Kenzie	File	for	graduate	programs	in	environmental	science.	Kenzie	
has	been	a	student	in	my	department	for	the	last	three	years.	In	that	time	she	has	taken	two	
courses	from	me:	Senior	Seminar	and	Ecology	(both	in	Fall	2024).	In	addition	to	that	Kenzie	has	
served	as	a	TA	in	our	department	during	several	semesters,	and	has	served	as	the	president	of	
the	student	astronomy	club.	
	
Kenzie	is	quiet,	but	articulate.	She	is	not	the	first	person	to	speak	up	in	class,	but	when	she	does	
speak,	she	almost	always	has	a	contribution	that	is	worth	listening	to.	One	area	she	could	grow	in	
would	be	to	share	her	ideas	a	bit	more.	
	
Kenzie’s	written	and	oral	communication	skills	are	very	strong.	In	my	Senior	Seminar	course,	
students	write	a	short	review	article	based	on	primary	literature.	Kenzie’s	paper	was	the	best	in	
the	class	this	semester,	and	in	the	top	10%	of	papers	I’ve	seen	in	this	class	over	the	dozen	
offerings	of	the	course	I	have	taught.	
	
Putting	all	of	this	together,	I	recommend	Kenzie	without	any	reservations.	I	think	her	personality	
and	skills	will	make	her	a	valuable	addition	to	a	research	team.	I’d	place	her	among	the	top	20%	
of	students	I’ve	worked	with	in	the	last	10	years	in	terms	of	her	aptitude	for	graduate	studies.	
	
Sincerely	
	

	
Eric	Nord,		
Associate	Professor	of	Biology	
Chair	of	Biology	and	Chemistry	
(618)	–	664	–	6526	
	
	


