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Letter of Recommendation: Victoria Chaplinski 
 

December 17, 2024 
 
Victoria (Tori) was enrolled in the rigorous team taught interdisciplinary science program: Environmental 
Biology and Chemistry in 2023-24. I taught organic chemistry, chemical instrumentation, and environmental 
chemistry to Tori within this program, and previously taught her general chemistry within the Integrated Natural 
Science program (2022-23). I also currently employ Tori as a chemistry, biology and math tutor for my current 
INS program, and she is a lab assistant for this program. I have been Tori’s science advisor since 2022, 
therefore I have got to know Tori very well. I have an excellent insight into her abilities and ambitions, how 
she interacts with others, and feel very comfortable writing this recommendation. 
 
Tori was a very dedicated student who developed into an intelligent and capable scientist, clearly showing a 
passion for environmental science. Tori’s dedication to learn was reflected in her attendance, quality of 
work, and overall participation in class, lab and field activities. Tori is extremely motivated and has a 
genuine interest in environmental science.   
 
Of note, Tori worked very well on all aspects of the interdisciplinary lab and field projects. These included 
the characterization of soil microbial communities via phospholipid fatty acid/FAME analysis; an in-depth 
study (discharge, dissolved oxygen, conductivity, pH, temperature) of McLane Creek, a rural salmon 
spawning creek that drains into Eld Inlet of Puget Sound; a BOD5 study of the college campus natural 
waters; and the examination of ground water flow in reference to petrochemical pollution. Through these 
projects Tori developed strong analytical skills, both quantitative and qualitative, and demonstrated the 
ability to communicate scientific concepts effectively, both written and orally. Moreover, Tori used her 
knowledge from a variety of disciplines to solve real world, interdisciplinary problems. 
 
In addition, Tori demonstrated the ability to work effectively both independently and as part of a team. She 
actively participated in workshops, discussing and solving problems with group members. Tori was also 
successful in working independently to achieve the necessary goals to do well on examinations.  
 
Tori’s dedication to environmental studies, interdisciplinary training, work ethic, analytical skills, 
communication skills and ability to work as part of a team, all make her an outstanding candidate for the 
MES program. I fully support Tori’s application and give highly recommend her to you.  
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Paula Schofield, Ph.D. 
Member of the Faculty, 

schofiep@evergreen.edu 


