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January 3, 2025 
 
To the University of Idaho Graduate Admissions Committee: 
 
I would highly recommend Emma Bartholomew for admission into your Environmental Science 
Master of Science program. Emma was a student in my Biological Investigation (BIOL 270) and 
Environmental Science Junior Seminar (ENVS 300) courses. She was an outstanding student and 
her final grade was an A in both courses.  

The Biological Investigations course is based on designing and conducting experiments. Emma 
and her lab group designed an experiment to look at the growth of green onions in different 
mediums and at different pH levels. This experiment required a substantially amount of time 
outside of the regular lab time for this course.  I would consider Emma an outstanding student 
based on the hard work, follow through, and teamwork I observed her display in this course.  

In the Environmental Science Junior Seminar course, environmental professionals would give 
presentations on the environmental issues they deal with in their profession and would give 
advice for becoming employed in their field of work. Emma’s summaries of these presentations 
were well written and thorough, showing her ability to receive and present information 
concisely. She is well organized and turned in all her assignment on time.    

EWU sponsors a Spooky Science event around Halloween. Hundreds of children attend this 
event and participate in various activities such as identifying animal skulls, looking at bugs, 
cockroach races, etc. Emma has volunteered her time to help make this event a success.  

I have worked with dozens of graduate and undergraduate students on fisheries research projects. 
If Emma would have been interested in fisheries research, I would not have hesitated to recruit 
her to work in our lab. I am confident Emma would be asset to your program. She is hard 
working and shown the ability to work at a high level individually or as part of a group.  

If you have any further questions with regards to her background or qualifications, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Paluch 
Research Associate 
Adjunct Faculty 
EWU Department of Biology 


