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> Justin Bastow, Ph. D.

EASTERN Department of Biology

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY 305 Computing and Engineering Building
start something big Cheney, WA, 99004-2440 www.ewu.edu/biology

Evergreen State College
Graduate Admissions

January 10, 2025

Dear Graduate Admissions,

1 am writing in enthusiastic support of Emma Bartholomew’s application to your Mastet’s in
Environmental Science program. I am Emma’s major advisor here at Eastern Washington University, where
Emma is on track to graduate with a degree in Environmental Science and minors in Biology, Philosophy,
and Sustainability. I also had Emma as a student in my Biology 1I (majors introductory ecology and evolution)
course in fall 2023. The suite of minors Emma is completing along with her interdisciplinary major is a
testament to the breadth of Emma’s intellectual interests, as well as the depth of her academic training her at
Eastern.

Our Environmental Science program at Eastern is an interdisciplinary program run by faculty in
Biology, Geosciences, and Chemistry. It combines coursework from all three departments as well as a series
of Environmental Science seminars and courses in economics, planning, statistics, and GIS. The Biology
department, to which I belong, prides itself on incorporating inquiry, research, and the scientific method into
coursework. Two courses that exemplify this are Introduction to Biological Investigation (Biol 270) and
Senior Capstone (Biol 490). Introduction to Biological Investigation is a class in which students learn about
experimental design, scientific communication, and basic statistics. Students then use these skills to design
and conduct an experiment of their own, which they write up and present. It is a very open-ended course,
which students variably find exciting or frustrating depending on whether or not they are genuinely interested
in taking part in science. Emma excelled in Biol 270 (in winter 2024), developing a project that involved
growing green onions on a vatiety of media. This was an ambitious project, which took up much of our
department greenhouse, and required a substantial amount of outside class time, but produced some great
data, including time lapse videos of the onions recorded on GoPros. Emma was near the top of her class in
Biol 270. Students revisit these skills in their senior capstone class (Biol 490), which combines an original
research project with lectures on some specialized topic within Biology. Emma will be taking her capstone in
Restoration Ecology this spring.

I can tell that Emma is well suited for graduate study because she has consistently done best in field
or research courses (e.g. Field Botany, compared to Botany). In addition to her capstone, this spring she will
be completing her Sustainability minor with Sust 371 (EWU Campus Sustainability). This course is essentially
an internship with the campus Sustainability Officer (Dr. Erik Budsberg) to improve some aspect of campus
sustainability. It is emblematic of the hands-on opportunities Emma has consistently sought out, and I am
excited to see what project she develops.

Opverall, I think Emma’s experiences here at Eastern have prepared her very well for graduate work
in environmental science, and that Evergreen would be an excellent fit for her interests and skills. I
recommend her without reservation. I’'m sure she would contribute a lot to your campus and program, just as
she has ours. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions about Emma, her application, or our
program.

Thank you
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Justin Bastow

Biology Department
Voice: 509.359.2744 « FAX: 509.359-6867 * Email: jbastow(@mail.ewu.edu * Office: 305 CEB
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