I find myself traversing a hiking trail deep within the expanse of the Mount
Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest, contemplating the intricate factors shaping its current
existence. This place owes its preservation to the application of modern scientific knowledge
recognizing and safeguarding its inherent worth. The designation as a National Forest stands as a
testament to this, shielding ecosystems that serve as both ecological keystones and vital
resources sustaining our communities. The paramount question emerges: how best to manage
these assets for the continued benefit of present and future generations? It is within this realm
that I seek to make a meaningful contribution. Building upon my undergraduate foundation, I am
driven to advance my education and collaborate with leaders in the field to pioneer innovative
solutions in environmental policy and sustainable resource management. The Master of
Environmental Studies program at Evergreen State College stands as a beacon for such
endeavors. This course of study aligns perfectly with my aspirations, offering a platform to
further my academic pursuits and professional ambitions. I believe that this distinguished
institution will serve as the catalyst that propels me toward realizing my goals.

My journey towards environmental studies began during my formative years. [ was
fortunate enough to grow up in a family that instilled a profound respect and admiration for
nature. Explorations in my backyard and the greater Pacific Northwest fostered an innate
curiosity about the environment and the intricacies of its various ecosystems. This early exposure
laid the foundation for my academic aspirations, steering me toward an undergraduate degree in
the life sciences. I pursued a comprehensive path of study, immersing myself in a diverse array
of courses ranging from ecology and molecular biology to applied research methods and
statistics. These studies not only broadened my understanding of environmental sciences but also
highlighted the interconnectedness between ecological systems and human society. In tandem
with my undergraduate education, I pursued a myriad of opportunities in applied laboratories.
These experiences were pivotal, offering me an invaluable glimpse into the intricacies of
conducting research within an academic setting.

I aspire to translate research findings into practical solutions with tangible impact. To
achieve this, I complemented my undergraduate studies with various research projects, utilizing
empirical evidence to propose solutions to real-world issues. Through my time working as a
research assistant in an active laboratory, my team and I were able to explore anthropogenic
impacts on local ecosystems and biodiversity. The results of our research were utilized to
propose solutions aimed at comprehensively managing natural resources for the greatest
collective benefit. As evidenced by my time working in active laboratories, I can offer scalable
results applicable to a wide range of research subfields; for example, my contributions as an
undergraduate research assistant realized a substantial 25% increase in our lab’s work efficiency
through holistic implementation of federal safety standards. I am eager to continue delivering
unique methods that optimize research efficiency and accuracy, and I am confident that my
studies will enable me to continue making novel contributions. Collaborating with Evergreen’s
leading faculty, I will draw upon my existing practical expertise gained from my undergraduate



studies and research endeavors to offer my insights while continuing to build upon my
knowledge.

Beyond formal education and employment in research labs, my involvement in public
and community work has been instrumental in shaping my decision to pursue an advanced
degree in environmental studies. Throughout my undergraduate career, I have contributed to my
institution's goals of creating a more diverse, equitable and inclusive academic environment. By
working with diverse teams and organizations committed to this cause, | have been able to
contribute my insights and knowledge to support their initiatives. Through efforts such as raising
awareness for marginalized groups and volunteering with campus organizations, I have been an
active member in the movement to create a more just society. Additionally, volunteering and
participating in community-led initiatives provided me with invaluable opportunities to engage
with diverse stakeholders. This taught me the significance of inclusive and participatory
approaches in effecting meaningful change. I will build upon this dedication to promoting equity
and inclusivity in academia as I pursue a master’s degree from Evergreen State College.

I believe that the outcomes of my research will directly address the complexities
surrounding environmental policy and economics. Aided by a comprehensive master’s degree, |
envision myself becoming a respected and trusted figure in the scientific field; I intend to utilize
this position to deliver tangible and sustainable policy solutions that positively impact society at
all levels. My ultimate ambition is to harness these research findings to proactively confront the
environmental and natural resource challenges of our era while safeguarding the interests of
future generations. In visualizing my role, I see myself as part of a cohort of leaders committed
to securing the welfare of our planet and environment.



