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To whom it may concern,

Katie took the Field Ecology course with me in Spring 2023. The course requires writing three 
scientific papers, like would be published in Ecology, using data collected by students during 
weekend fieldtrips or class labs. Students work together to collect data, then individuals ask 
specific ecological questions which they then test with statistical methods and summarize their 
findings with figures. Katie worked well with others, was curious, and put effort into the three 
papers she wrote. In her first paper, Katie found dandelions with longer taproots had more 
flowers. In her second paper, on yellow shore crabs, she found the sex ratio of males to females, 
on a Seattle beach, was 1:1. Lastly, in her third paper looking at thermal regulation in ants, she 
showed that air temperature was more important than sun exposure to the internal ant mound 
temperature. 

She received a 3.7 for the class indicating that she took the work seriously, used the literature to 
give context to her work, created figures to explain what she found and enjoyed using science to 
test ideas and explain patterns. Writing three papers is demanding and Katie rose to the 
challenge. Her work improved over the course, showing she was able to effectively apply 
feedback. She understands what will be required in an advanced degree program and seeks an 
advanced degree to continue to explore and find a role in environmental science where she can 
excel. 

Katie is a solid student that will work hard to complete the requirements. A degree program 
seems like a suitable way to explore options and her interests. She worked well with others and 
explored various aspects of field work from catching and measuring dragonfly larva, to recording
the temperatures of Formica ant mounds, and observing blackbirds.
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