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evergreen

May 29, 2024

Dear MES Graduate Admissions,

| am writing to highly recommend Cedar Monroe for Master of Environmental Studies (MES) at
Evergreen. | have collaborated on community work with Cedar since 2007. Cedar was a wonderful
Evergreen undergraduate student who worked hard on Immigrant Rights and was a supporter of a big
conference held on campus. Cedar upheld place-based commitments and is very connected to our
region. We continued collaborations through Chaplains of the Harbor addressing homelessness and
poverty issues in rural Washington. | have valued partnerships with our center at Evergreen and as a
neighbor in Mason County. A community with many similar issues related to timber dependent
economies and environmental justice.

Cedar is truly interdisciplinary and brings a deep background in social and racial justice, studies in
religious leadership, community organizing, farming and environmental concerns. | was able to follow
the development Harbor Roots farm and Cedar’s inspiration to create a holistic program for job training,
ecology, farming and address addiction and housing needs.

Cedar recently published a memoir that is a stunning account of personal growth and challenge as rural
person working to fight poverty and racism. | hope to collaborate and bring the text to Evergreen
classrooms. This accomplishment showcases strong reflective, research and writing skills. | see Cedar’s
readiness for graduate studies demonstrated in decades of community work, writings and publishing,
responsiveness to current events and commitments to justice.

| hope you will consider Cedar for your program and am writing to share my testimony of long-term
contributions. | am confident Cedar will be an amazing contributor to MES and to Evergreen.

With much appreciation,

P

Ellen Shortt Sanchez (she/her)
Director, Center for Community Based Learning and Action
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