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Kelly Steffen ∙ kelly@environmentalsciencecenter.org 

126 SW 148th Street, Suite C100-90, Burien, WA 98166 
 
 

June 13th, 2024 

 
Dear Admissions Department,  
 
This letter of recommendation is in enthusiastic support of Kato Marshall in their application for the 
Master’s in Environmental Science graduate program at The Evergreen State College. I have known and 
worked with Kato since September 2022 when they were hired as a naturalist at the Environmental 
Science Center (ESC). As the Grants and Programs Director at ESC, I have been seeing Kato’s work 
leading groups of students during our outdoor field trip programs over the past two years.  
 
In their role as naturalist, Kato regularly leads groups of students in K through 8th grade in outdoor field 
trip activities. They expertly and warmly facilitate safe and engaging outdoor science experiences for 
every group of students they work with, with careful attention to student engagement and connection. 
Kato shows incredible dedication to accuracy and rigor in science, while also making the practice of 
science accessible to the diverse students and participants in our programs.  
 
Each one of our naturalists brings a unique background to this position and we have been so grateful 
and pleased with Kato’s restoration background. We have pulled them into many special schoolyard 
restoration projects over their time with us. This past year they worked twice a month with a local 
middle school as we guided the students on restoration work at our local Seahurst Park in Burien. Kato 
has been willing to jump into a variety of tasks and is always eager to learn new things.  
 
During my time working with Kato, they have brought many contributions to our team on top of willingly 
and successfully jumping into many new projects. I recommend them without reservation for the 
graduate program and know they will succeed in this venture. If you would like to discuss Kato’s 
qualifications further, you may contact me at (206) 248-4266 x3 or email me at 
Kelly@EnvironmentalScienceCenter.org.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Kelly Steffen 
Grants and Programs Director 
Environmental Science Center 
 


