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To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing on behalf of Emily Marraffa for her application to the Master of
Environmental Studies program at The Evergreen State College. I had the honor of both
teaching Emily and working with her at UMass Amherst. I feel that I can speak to who Emily is
both as an inquisitive learner but also as a careful, capable, and reliable co-worker. The qualities that
Emily possesses, in and out of the classroom, are evident to all who meet her, and I am thrilled to
have the opportunity to share some of my experiences of teaching and working with Emily over the
years.

My first interaction with Emily was as her Lab Instructor for Introductory Geology at
UMass Amherst. This course was during the peak of the pandemic, when all classes at UMass
were online, posing an additional challenge to learners and instructors alike. Emily stood out
among her peers as one of the most engaging students. She always had her camera on for the
duration of the lab, asking great questions, taking notes, and helping to further the learning of
the others in her Zoom groups. Her tenacity and inquisitive nature made her stand out among
the other students in the class, and her understanding of the material reflected the effort and
time she put into the learning process. The effort, attentiveness, and collaborativeness that
Emily brought to our Zoom classroom made teaching remotely so much more enjoyable. As
the semester progressed, I looked forward to trying to figure out how to make a very hands-on
lab experience accessible to remote learners, and I accredit Emily with making a difficult
situation more enjoyable.

From the positive experience I had in teaching Emily, I gave her a high
recommendation to my advisor, Jon Woodruff, to help with fieldwork in the Sediment and
Coastal Dynamics lab where I was a Ph.D. Student. We had extensive fieldwork throughout
New England working in salt marshes along the coast of Maine, New Hampshire, and
Massachusetts. Having someone reliable, intelligent, and capable of problem-solving on the fly
was invaluable. Emily proved herself to be trustworthy, both in the lab and in the field, which is
not an easy thing to find. Graduate students, much to our detriment but also in an act of
self-preservation, are not always very trusting of other people with our data and data collection.
So much work is put into something, and it can be difficult to allow someone else to potentially
cause setbacks to an already long and arduous process. I never worried about the data that
Emily collected. I was always able to depend on her to follow through with instructions fully, to
take detailed notes, and to call for clarification if needed. The ability to ask for help and make
sure that a task is being completed properly is a very valuable skill, and something that I was
sure to encourage in her throughout our time working together.

After these experiences, I am proud to say that Emily and I have become friends. As
her friend, I have seen her face challenges, life changes, and setbacks but she has never lost
hope. The resiliency that Emily possesses is admirable, and it will serve her well in any graduate
program. She has an innate ability to take a difficult situation and have the self-awareness to



take a step back, reevaluate, and then find the best path forward. I have seen tangible growth in
Emily since I first met her, and a lot of this is due to the careful work she has put into herself.
This growth has allowed her to show up more fully in her work, for her community, and for
those she works with.

In every interaction I have experienced, Emily has presented herself with a deep care
for her those around her and a determination to build others up as she continues to grow.
Above all else, Emily is a dedicated student who has a bright future ahead, one which I am
excited to hear about. I am confident Eimly will be a great addition to any graduate program,
and I give my highest recommendation.

If you have any requests or questions about Emily, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Dr. Frances Griswold
Upper School Science Teacher
Worcester Academy
81 Providence Street
Worcester, MA 01604
Phone : (508) 359-6919
frances.griswold@worcesteracademy.org


