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Department of Landscape Architecture 

215 Lawrence Hall, University of Oregon, Eugene OR 97403-0000 

 
An equal-opportunity, affirmative-action institution committed to cultural diversity and compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act 

 

 
March 22, 2024 

Dear Office of Admissions at Evergreen State College, 

 

It is a true pleasure to write this letter on behalf of Emma Hamaker-Teals, whom I had the privilege 

of teaching in Winter 2024 and whom I believe would make an exceptional student at your institution.  

In ENVS 459 Water, Public Health, and the Environment, Emma had an almost-perfect attendance 

record and was noticeably engaged during every class. The class required weekly reading responses, 

discussion sections, homework assignments, a quantitative research paper, and a final group presentation, all 

of which demonstrated Emma’s individual work ethic and outspoken curiosity. Particularly in a small class 

environment, I appreciated her willingness to break silences and ask thoughtful, nuanced questions. By doing 
so, not only did she encourage her peers to speak, but she brought the conversation deep below the surface 

level, often grappling with concepts of sociocultural context and privilege alongside material that focused 

mainly on the natural sciences. This level of deep thinking and sociocultural awareness, in concert with her 

humility, made her an ideal student. 

In our frequent interactions outside of class, I learned that Madeline is much more than her academic 

achievements. She is a caring student, skilled at advocating for herself and others, and I have seen this in 

action. She wants to work with the environment in a way that interacts with humans and as such has taken 

many classes that investigate different human interactions with the environment. For example, in her ENVS 

411: Topics in Queer Ecologies, she learned about the role the environment played in the history of queer 

movements. She is currently on track to graduate in summer 2024 which makes her total time at the 

University of Oregon a little over three years with a degree in General Social Science and a minor in 

Environmental Studies. She is respectful during our conversations, and she has a level of maturity I rarely see 

in students her age. As an instructor, I am grateful that she uses her voice to speak up for herself and others; 

other students’ experiences, along with my own, were richer because of her involvement. 

In short, I am thoroughly impressed with her mind for asking difficult questions, her heart for 

community matters, and her will to break down barriers. It is my pleasure to wholeheartedly recommend 

Emma for a Master of Environmental Studies at Evergreen State College. I am confident that she will be an 

informed and essential member of your campus community. Please do not hesitate me for any further 

information and clarification. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Dr. Kory Russel 

Assistant Professor of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Studies 

University of Oregon 

krussel@uoregon.edu 

215 Lawrence Hall, 1206 University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 97403 

 

Chair Container-Based Sanitation Alliance 

kory@cbsa.global 


