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I hired Kelly last October to work as a physical therapy technician, and one of the first 

things that struck me about her is her passion and enthusiasm for learning. Since our first 

meeting, I have seen her work with others in our space and met with her one-on-one, and 

that excitement has persisted. When we first started having regular meetings, she was torn 

about whether she wanted to pursue a career in physical therapy, which is what brought 

her to work in our space, or to return to an exploration of the natural world and our place 

in it. I encouraged her to think deeply about what resonated with her  and brought her the 

most joy, and by our next meeting, she was resolved. Delivering that news, I could see she 

was concerned about disappointing me, by not following the same path I had, but it was 

clear that her heart was in nature and how to find her place there  as a learner and 

advocate. I strongly feel that her excitement and connection to the environment will serve 

her well in a Master level program. Kelly has already sought out opportunities to get more 

involved in the ecology space, by volunteering at The Puget Sound Estuarium, and I know 

that is just a start for her. She has demonstrated strength in advocacy, pursuing ideals, and 

the importance of education as a means for justice, and I think she is a perfect fit for the 

Master of Environmental Studies Program. 

 

Dr Brittany Petrie, PT 


