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December 9, 2023

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to recommend Marina Aune for the Masters in Environmental Studies program at The 

Evergreen State College. Marina was a student in my program, “Water Quality in the Pacific Northwest” in

Spring 2023 and did an intership with me in Fall quarter, 2023. Water Quality brought together ecology, 

physiology, water chemistry, and research methods to explore their interaction and what that interaction

mean for water quality issues. The focus of the internship was looking at various growing systems for 

microgreens.

Marina is a great representative of an Evergreen student with broad interdisciplinary interests but with a

solid foundation in each of those disciplines. Through her college career she has taken programs focused 

on both humanities and science. In both Water Quality and the internship, Marina has demonstrated a 

detailed understanding of scientific concepts, strong writing and communication skills and very good 

work habits. Marina has a very mature outlook and solid time-management skills. 

There are several characteristics that I have observed in Marina that I think will lead her to be very 

successful in a Masters program. She has clearly demonstrated that she is comfortable navigating and 

reading the scientific literature. A glance through her transcripts shows that Marina is equally 

comfortable navigating the technical literature in other disciplines as well. The project work that Marina 

did in Water Quality and the internship showed her ability to plan and carry out research and write a 

technical paper on that research. In the midst of the microgreens project Marina experienced two major 

setbacks in terms of the growth of the plants she was monitoring. She was able to pivot to a revised 

version of what the project would address, showing both resilience and flexibility. Since one’s thesis 

project rarely ends up following the exact trajectory that you anticipate, I think this last set of 

characteristics are particularly important in demonstrating that Marine is ready to do graduate-level 

work.



In conclusion, I can certainly recommend Marina for the Master in Environmental Studies program.  Her 

work demonstrates an excellent example of a student who took full advantage of the learning 

opportunities in the undergraduate programs she took and someone who has developed a firm 

foundation to support the Masters thesis project she is interested in doing – accessibility and disability in 

environmental studies. 

Sincerely,

Amy Cook, Ph.D.

Member of the Faculty
The Evergreen State College
Phone: 360-867-6027
Email: cooka@evergreen.edu
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