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28 December 2022 
 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
This letter is to strongly recommend Alex Vanderzee for admission into the MES program at 
Evergreen. I have known Alex for many years since she started working with Cascadia more 
than 10 years ago and have had a good chance to get to know her professionally. I am a graduate 
of Evergreen in the late 1970s and then immediately afterward founded Cascadia Research, a 
non-profit organization based in Olympia conducting original research on whales along the US 
West Coast. I also have served periodically as an Adjunct Faculty at Evergreen for the MES 
program teaching a course on Marine Mammal Biology in a number of past years. 
 
Alex has been an incredibly diligent hard-working biologist at Cascadia conducting a wide 
variety of work with us, much of it related to photographic identification of individual cetaceans. 
Her work has been extremely beneficial throughout that time, but she has more recently sought 
to increase her skills and take on more challenging and ambitious aspects of the research of the 
research with us. The timing is appropriate and excellent for her to seek to do that through a 
Master’s program and the Evergreen program will help serve that need while she continues to 
work with us.  
 
As we have with other graduate students, Cascadia will be happy to work with Alex on suitable 
projects for her thesis and this will be of mutual benefit. She has worked on a wide variety of 
projects already and many of them would be suitable for more advanced analysis and write up 
for publication as part of a Master’s project. 
 
Let me know if there is any additional information I can provide in support of her acceptance 
into the program.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
John Calambokidis 
Research Biologist at Cascadia Research 
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