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KATRINA FISCHER KUH

HAUB DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL LAW

78 NORTH BROADWAY

WHITE PLAINS, NY 10603
TELEPHONE  (914) 422-4338

KKUH@LAW.PACE.EDU

WWW.LAW.PACE.EDU/ENVIRIONMENT

May 23, 2022

Re: Recommendation of Madison Roberts

To Whom It May Concern:

I am pleased to recommend Madison Roberts for entry into an LLM or environmental 
graduate program.  I’ve had the pleasure of having Madison as a student in three classes.  
She is a diligent student who is committed to the development of environmental law and 
policy and has a very strong capacity to understand complex scientific issues and 
incorporate them into policy analysis.  She is also a lovely person; I’ve very much enjoyed 
working with her.

Madison was a student in my Torts course in Fall 2019.  She was prepared for and 
contributed effectively to class discussions and did well on the closed-book midterm and 
final exams, receiving a score of B.  My exams required students to identify and analyze 
Torts issues based on a complex hypothetical.  Madison’s ability to do so effectively 
evidences diligent preparation and a strong capacity for traditional legal analysis.

I also supervised a Guided Research project with Madison in Spring 2021.  She 
independently researched and wrote a 25-page legal research paper, A Right to Life in Light 
of the Climate Crisis and the States that Gain the Least from Protecting It.  The paper used 
recognition of positive obligations, the nondiscrimination principle, the precautionary 
principle, and myriad agreements and authorities to argue that the right to life encompasses
a duty to mitigate climate change.  The paper evidenced significant research and effort and 
ably analyzed a complex and evolving area of international law.  Madison received a B on 
the paper which had many strengths but needed more analytical development.    

Madison’s growth as a legal writer was evident in my Climate Change Law course in 
Spring 2022.  In addition to being one of the most active and informed contributors to class 
discussion, Madison authored a deeply researched paper, Possibilities Below the Permafrost:
Conquering Climate Change with Adaptive Mitigation and received an A- in the course.  The 
paper presents a detailed and thoughtful explanation of the science regarding possibilities 
for foresting melted permafrost in the Arctic and surveys legal mechanisms under the 
international climate change treaty regime to promote this adaptive mitigation through 
forestation.  The paper’s review of the state of the science is excellent and the paper is well-
written, presenting an argument that is thorough, clear, and presented in a logical fashion.  
The paper will provide a useful contribution to adaptation policy.

As a researcher and writer, Madison is largely self-sufficient.  Her significant 
environmental law interest and background and intellectual curiosity provide her with a 
strong internal compass—she has no trouble developing interesting perspectives and ideas 
to pursue in her scholarship.  She seems particularly comfortable diving into complex 
scientific topics and bringing them into legal and policy analysis. She needs no support with 
respect to research and she has made great strides in her scholarly writing and analysis.  

In short, Madison has a keen intellect, strong work ethic, and a deep commitment to 
environmental protection and environmental justice.  I’m confident she would flourish in a 
graduate program.  Please feel free to contact me directly with any further questions.



Sincerely,

Katrina Fischer Kuh
Haub Distinguished Professor of
Environmental Law
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