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December 22, 2022

Michael Case, PhD
Forest Ecologist
The Nature Conservancy
74 Wall St
Seattle WA 98126

Master of Environmental Studies program
The Evergreen State College
2700 Evergreen Parkway NW
Olympia, Washington 98505

Dear MES program,

I am pleased to write this letter of reference for Steven Quick. I have been working with Steven over the
last year as a mentor and advisor and am continually impressed with his strong work ethic, creativity,
passion, and his ability to solve problems. Steven has demonstrated strong analytical skills and a sincere
desire to develop relevant science to close the knowledge gap on pressing environmental issues.

Over the last year, Steven designed, implemented, analyzed, and presented the results from a complex soil
carbon project that included both a field component and a modeling component. The field work 
associated with this work was particularly challenging and Steven was quick to adapt, and problem solve. 
The modeling component presented different challenges of having to learn a large amount of new 
information in a very short amount of time. Steven excelled in both of these situations and met or 
exceeded deadlines. Steven is now preparing a manuscript of his work for publication in a scientific 
journal. I am continually impressed with the tenacity and focus that Steven demonstrates. I fully expect 
that Steven will apply his work ethic and inclusive approach in his master’s program. I am excited to see 
Steven pursue his scientific interests and I anticipate that he will discover high-impact scientific findings 
and will develop creative ways to synthesize the information that will help improve our ecological and 
human understanding.  

I encourage you to support Steven through the MES program. Please feel free to contact me with any 
questions.

Sincerely, 

Michael J. Case

Michael J. Case, PhD
Forest Ecologist, The Nature Conservancy
206-913-1326
michael.case@tnc.org


