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Wednesday, July 05, 2023            Letter of Reference: Zoe Ortega-Owen 

    

Dear Sir/Madam: 

I am writing this letter in support of Zoe Ortega Owen‘s application to your program. I 

taught Zoe for the two academic quarters she was a student in my inter-disciplinary upper 

division science class (Environmental Biology and Chemistry: EBC 2021-22 co-taught with 

Dr. Paula Schofield, chemistry). In EBC (general microbiology biogeochemistry, 

environmental microbiology, organic chemistry, field work, environmental chemistry and 

instrumentation), I taught Zoe general microbiology, environmental microbiology, microbial 

ecology, biogeochemistry, field work and remediation. In the program, we approached the 

material from a very analytical and quantitative viewpoint, that environmental systems are 

complex both biochemically and physically, and involve both small and large processes, but 

through good experimental design and careful analysis they can be understood. Zoe earned 

all the upper division credits she attempted in the program with good evaluations. In my 

portion of the program, she displayed a solid understanding of the material covered, both on 

the examinations and when required to practically apply theory in both lab and field settings.  

During the program, Zoe showed a high level of commitment, ability to complete tasks 

on time, be organized and work highly effectively in a team. Zoe is a diligent student with 

direction who wants to learn and more specifically to understand science; she has a genuine 

love for discovery and problem solving. Zoe is a courteous and responsible student who works 

well with others and helps her fellow students when they need help in-group work. In seminar 

and workshop, she was an active and effective contributor. Zoe can also work individually and 

sometimes works quietly in isolation to solve the problem set. In conclusion, I support her 

application to your program. Zoe has a strong commitment to do the best she can every day. 

If there were any further questions, please feel free to contact me directly. 
Yours faithfully,  

  
Andrew D. Brabban. BSc. Ph.D.  

Member of Faculty (Molecular Biology and Biochemistry) 
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