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CARROLL COLLEGE
27 December 2022

Graduate School Selection Committee

Dear Committee,

I am writing this letter on behalf of Joseph O'Sullivan who is applying for graduate school at your
institution. Joe is an Environmental Studies student at Carroll and completed our GIS certification in
addition to his major. As Joe’s advisor I can attest that he is academically strong particularly with respect
to technical disciplines and quantitative skills. He is one of our top ES students and will likely graduate
Cum Laude at Carroll College.

Joe has completed several of my courses across disciplines as diverse as Geographic Information
Systems to immersive field courses such as Winter Ecology in Yellowstone. He excels in the field as well
as in the laboratory. All of this while competing as a varsity athlete in distance running. His dedication is
exemplified by his morning running practice before daylight while we are in the field, including below zero
weather in Yellowstone. When he commits to something, he is persistent and somehow manages the time
to fit in all his curricular and cocurricular activities. I have asked Joe to present some of his experiences
and projects to underclassmen. He communicates well in both formal and informal environments and his
writing skills are strong.

Joe has a quiet disposition and never seems flustered. He works collaboratively with his peers and
usually takes a leadership role in group activities. However, he is fine being the workhorse in the group if
someone else takes the initiative to lead. In short, Joe is the type of student who will excel in graduate
school. He takes initiative when necessary, knows how to work, is disciplined and manages his time well,
and is a strong communicator both orally and in writing.

I strongly recommend Joe for graduate school.

Sincerely,

Dr. D. Grant Hokit

Department of Natural Sciences
Carroll College
Helena, MT 59625
406-447-4460
ghokit@carroll.edu

1601 North Benton Avenue Helena, Montana 59625-002, 406-447-4300 Fax 406-447-4533


