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Dear MES colleagues

Colin Lamb has asked me to serve as a reference for his application to the MES program at 
Evergreen. I encouraged Colin to ask faculty who had served as his seminar leader or for his 
more advanced work, but he had trouble getting responses from them. Since Colin is a transfer 
student and has taken multi-quarter programs since starting at Evergreen, he has a small pool of 
faculty to draw from.

I was one of the faculty in Colin’s first program (Climate Foundations: Political Ecology and 
Political Economy, FW2021-22). I evaluated Colin’s work in climate science and quantitative 
literacy in fall quarter and in climate action in winter quarter. Savvina Chowdhury was Colin’s 
seminar faculty in fall, and Shangrila Joshi facilitated Colin’s project work in winter. 

The final evaluation of Colin’s work in Climate Foundations offers a nuanced snapshot of his 
progress. Colin was enthusiastic and a good contributor to our learning community, learning to 
channel his enthusiasm and eclectic knowledge towards moving our collective learning efforts 
forward. His passion for the material was clear, but translated unevenly into regular assignment 
completion. Savvina and Shangrila describe his work in the social science parts of the program 
quite favorably. His work in the more natural science and quantitative parts of the program was 
less strong.

I think it quite likely that as Colin became more used to Evergreen and matured academically, 
some of the challenges he faced in his first two quarters were less present. He was clearly on an 
upward trajectory in many parts of Climate Foundations. I hope his evaluation from the Practice 
of Organic Farming program shows that continued improvement. Based on his work in Climate 
Foundations, I think that with the right support and structures, Colin can be prepared for 
advanced and independent work. 

Sincerely,

Krishna M. Chowdary, Ph.D.
Faculty, Physics & Math
The Evergreen State College
Olympia, WA 98505


