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Dear admissions committee: 

 

It is my great pleasure to recommend Nathanial Kelly to the Master of Environmental Studies degree 

program at Evergreen State. ‘Nat’ is an excellent student and wonderful person. I know him the 500-level 

Geomorphology course I taught during my first year at UMass. Between class, weekly 3-hour labs, and 

field trips, I spent a considerable time with Nat. Nat performed very well in my course, earning a grade of 

A-. He readily picked up a wide range of new field and computational skills, including surveying, mapping 

surficial deposits, hillslope stability modeling, and GIS analysis of topographic data. At the end of the 

semester one of my post-docs was in need of a field assistant to help with some surveys of channel cross-

sections and grain-size measurements and I recommended Nat for the position without hesitation. Nat 

performed very well in this role. He was able to work independently and as a team member of a small 

field crew and performed extremely well both in collecting the field measurements, and in subsequent 

data analysis and quality assurance tasks. Moreover, Nat is a very enjoyable person to be around. He gets 

along very well with others and is extremely humble. Nat also worked as a work-study student, helping 

maintain our department by putting fresh paint on the walls and cleaning up vans after field trips. He did 

all this work with great cheer and pride.  

Nat has indicated that he wants to turn his career in a direction that focuses on environmental education. 

I am fully supportive of that decision and believe that Nat would be an excellent educator, and one who 

can bring his knowledge and enthusiasm stemming from his undergraduate degree in geology to his 

students. In closing, I believe Nat Kelly would take full advantage of opportunities for professional growth 

provided by your degree program and would be an excellent member of your academic community.  

 

Regards, 

 
Isaac Larsen 


