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To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Maria Kaniewski has been a valued coworker of mine for my entire tenure at Washington’s Department 
of Fish and Wildlife, from day one she has been an incredible teammate and is a valuable wealth of 
knowledge.  I cannot recommend her highly enough for the Master of Environmental Studies program. 
 
Despite being on different teams, in different units of the agency I am consistently impressed with her 
knowledge of the fisheries, technical aplomb, leadership skills and absolute passion for conservation, 
the environment, and the betterment of the culture of the agency. Maria is an inspirational person who 
pushes for positive changes within herself and others, she truly encourages those around her, pushing 
them to pursue their own passion pursuits. 
 
Maria is unafraid to passionately advocate for her coworkers, animals (especially salmon), the tribes, 
and more. She is unafraid to challenge antiquated perspectives to foster an environment of change in 
decision making and perspectives to create a pathway towards a better future for the agency. She is a 
self-starter who will tackle difficult challenges, completing them with incredible accuracy, timeliness, 
and the upmost professionalism.  
 
To admit Maria to your program would be admitting an incredible asset who will no double flourish 
under the leadership, mentorship, and learning opportunities the program would provide. If you have 
any questions about her skills and qualifications, please do not hessite to reach out to me.  
     

Warm Regards,  
 

Heidi Rutherford 
Commercial Harvest Data Team Manager 


