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Aimee Crittendon 
Lead Instructor, Wildlands Studies 

aimeecrittendon@gmail.com    (928) 925-7734          
 
December 10, 2022 
 
Dear Selection Committee: 
 
I am pleased to write this letter of recommendation for Annika Aschoff. Annika was a 
student of mine for a 6-week, 15 quarter credit Wildlands Studies wildlife conservation 
field course. This program differs from traditional classroom learning in that students 
spend 6 weeks traveling throughout Colorado learning about wildlife conservation in 
real-world contexts and gain hands-on experience in a variety of field methods.  
 
Students and instructors spend the 6 weeks camping, and field sites are accessed by 
backpacking and hiking in steep terrain at high elevations in all weather conditions. In 
addition to their academic studies, students are expected to navigate the dynamics of 
learning in close quarters with their peers and instructors 24/7. With little downtime, 
students must manage their time well to complete their coursework, and perhaps most 
importantly, students must understand their own physical, mental, and emotional needs to 
maintain their own wellbeing, as 6 weeks under these conditions do take a toll.  
 
To be successful in this program, students must be flexible. With no libraries in the 
woods, their tents and rocks under trees become study areas. The itinerary can change 
suddenly due to wildfire or Covid restrictions. Every day is different. This course is not 
only academically rigorous; it is simultaneously physically and mentally demanding. Yet, 
Annika maintained a positive attitude throughout the program. She actively engaged in 
activities and discussions, and often asked thoughtful questions and brought up insightful 
ideas. Annika took her academics seriously, and sought input and feedback from peers, 
TAs and myself at appropriate times to improve the depth and quality of her assignments. 
Annika got along well with her peers and maintained a good balance of academic focus, 
socialization, and time to let herself recharge, which made her a pleasure for myself and 
her peers to spend these 6 weeks with. 
 
I would not hesitate to recommend Annika for your program. If you have any questions, 
feel free to contact me at aimeecrittendon@gmail.com or 928-925-7734.  
 
Sincerely, 
Aimee Crittendon 


